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Lithium Resources in the World

Sources: 
U.S. Geological Survey; Wikipedia et al.

Lithium active producing countries

Lithium non-producing countries
with identified resources
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Pegmatite production

Pegmatite

Sedimentary rock

List of major lithium producing 
deposits (brine):

Salar de Atacama, Chile
Qaidam Basin, China
Zabuye (Tibet), China
Salar de Rincon, Argentina
Salar de Hombre Muerto, Argentina
Salar de Olaroz, Argentina
Silver Peak (Clayton Valley), Nevada, USA
DXC (Dangxiongcuo/Damxung Co), China

  1
  2
  3
  4
  5  
  6
  7
  8  

List of major lithium producing 
deposits (pegmatite):

Greenbushes, WA, Australia
Yichun, China
Maerking, China
Jiajika, China
Bikita, Zimbabwe
Val d'Or Quebec Lithium, Canada
Cachoeira (Aracuai), Brazil
Guarda, Portugal

  9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

List of lithium deposits greater than 300 000 tonnes:

Uyuni, Bolivia

Salar de Atacama, Chile

Kings Mountain Belt, NC, USA

Qaidam Basin, China

Kings Valley, Nevada, USA

Zabuye (Tibet), China

1

1

3

2

2

3

Manono/Kitotolo, Congo

Salar de Rincon, Argentina

Brawley, California, USA

Jadar Valley, Serbia

Hombre Muerto, Argentina

Smackover, Arkansas, USA

4

4

5

6

5

7

Gajika, China

Greenbushes, WA, Australia

Beaverhill, Alberta, Canada

Yichun, China

Salton Sea, California, USA

Silver Peak (Clayton Valley), NV, USA

9

8

9

10

10

7

Source: Mineral Commodity Summaries Lithium - 
2022 by U.S. Geological Survey (2021).

Chile 9.20 (41.0)
Australia 5.70 (25.4)
Argentina 2.20 (9.8)
China 1.50 (6.7)
Zimbabwe 0.22 (1.0)
Rest of the world 3.61 (16.1)

Total (est.): 22.43 (100)

Global lithium reserves by country, million tons 
(%):
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Mineral Commodity Summaries Lithium - 
2022 by U.S. Geological Survey (2021).

Bolivia 21.00 (23.7)
Argentina 19.00 (21.4)
Chile 9.80 (11.1)
United States 9.10 (10.3)
Australia 7.30 (8.2)
China 5.10 (5.8)
Congo (Kinshasa) 3.00 (3.4)
Canada 2.90 (3.3)
Germany 2.70 (3.0)
Mexico 1.70 (1.9)
Rest of the world 6.96 (7.9)

Total (est.): 88.56 (100)

Top 10 countries by lithium resources, million 
tons (%):
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*United States production data for 2013
Source: Mineral Commodity Summaries Lithium - 
2022 by U.S. Geological Survey (2021).

Australia 55 000 (52.0)
Chile 26 000 (24.6)
China 14 000 (13.3)
Argentina 6200 (5.9)
Brazil 1500 (1.4)
Zimbabwe 1200 (1.1)
Portugal 900 (0.9)
United States 870 (0.8)*

Total (est.): 105 670 (100)

Top 8 lithium-producing countries, extracted 
tons (%):
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